
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, June 2, 2008 – 6:30 pm 
City Hall – Mayor’s Ceremonial Room 

City Hall, 3900 Main Street, Riverside, CA 92522 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
Members Present:  Kirk Beck, Paul Van Doren, Susie Doss, Christina Duran, Cindy 
Jensen, Gurumantra Khalsa, Jeff Kraus, Wil Lopez, Karin Roberts, Taffi Romero, Melvin 
Ryman, Lorraine Hernandez-Saint, Erin Snyder, Nancy Sturmer, and John Williams. 
 
Members Absent: Wil Lopez  
 
Members Excused: None 
 
Council Members:  None 
 
Guests:  Paul Chavez, Lisa Diggs, Norm Gritton, Rakiah Kennedy, Richard Long, Conchita 
Marquez, and Andrew Short 
 
Staff:  Eva Yakutis, Housing and Neighborhoods Manager; Brenda Flowers, Mayor’s Office 
      
1. Call to Order/Introductions – Called to order at 6:37 by Taffi Romero 

 
2. Approval of Minutes for May 5, 2008 – Motion to approve the minutes with the 

following correction: Mr. Ryman attended the last meeting.  (Khalsa/Duran/carried) 
 

3. Visiting Councilmembers/Mayor’s Office – Brenda Flowers reported that the 
Magnolia Center Mayor’s Nights Out (MNO) would be in the fall; Casa Blanca MNO will 
be August 20, 2008, at Villegas Center.  The MNO calendar was distributed at the 
Neighborhood Conference. 

 
4. Housing and Neighborhoods Report – 

a. 2008 Neighborhood Conference Debriefing  
• “Thank Yous” all the way around for help at the conference 
• Ideas:  At the Area 3 workshop, a list of people interested in organizing was 

gathered. All areas need to do that at the next conference.   
• Slide:  Organizing group PowerPoint was good 
• Lots of interest in people wanting to start groups. 
• Caucus is June 21, 2008.  Everyone approves of the new caucus format.  Letter to 

be sent with the current roster and what positions need to be filled. 
• Linda Hamilton to be asked to recreate her workshop and videotape it. 
• Lisa Diggs suggests we reach out to young adults/youth track 
• Kids LOVED the children’s activities 
• Lorraine Saint– sign-in idea good for people interested in groups.  For example, also 

meet with just your neighborhood folks 
• Richard Long – rooms with round tables would make easier to meet by 

neighborhood 
• Hats a success 
• Erin will help with data entry if needed 



• Food:  Little better job needs to be done on the breakfast 
• Lisa Diggs – classes to help people learn how to do service projects, rehabilitation, 

KRCB 
• Need more duplicated workshops 
• Awards:  Ask Jack B. Clarke to present the JBC award and present, talk about his 

dad 
• Recycling needs to take place at the conference, marked trash cans 
• Talent show by areas.  Lots of people came up to Albert appreciative of the fun he 

makes 
• Lisa Diggs – dance theme may be good. 
• Pie baking and pie baking contest 
• City hall parking lot dance sponsored by RNP/have neighborhood tables around the 

perimeter to get people acquainted. 
• Spirit Awards:  Thank you for the award.  EZ-ups are neat.   

 
5. Visitors –  

a. Paul Chavez echoed a lot that has been said.  He has gone to lots of events, this 
is by far the best he has attended.  Paul gave kudos to Albert Figueroa for his 
great job as DJ.  

b. Albert invited everyone to come to Plymouth Towers Senior Prom on June 27 at 
6:30pm. 

 
6. Next Meeting:  July 7, 2008 
 
7. Adjournment – 7:26pm 


